Country parklng blltz to boost councils’ coffers
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towns
taxing
drivers
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GREEDY country
councils — including
many with sleepy main
streets — are following
in the steps of their
cily cousins and clob-
bering motorists with
parking fines.

With thousands of
families heading to the
country for the school
holidays, an investiga-
tion by The Daily Tele-
graph reveals you won't
be leaving city parking
practices behind.

Country councils is-
sued $6,634,541 worth of
parking infringements
during the 2005/2006 fi-
nancial year.

Two of the biggest
earners outside the Syd-
ney, Illawarra and New-
castle areas were Wagga
Wagga and Coffs Har-
bour councils, which
tripled and doubled
their revenue respec-
tively in four years.

Even rural towns like
Junee, Coonamble, Hay
and Kyogle —which had
never issued fines be-
fore have begun
cracking down.

Coffs Harbour man-
aged the huge increase
with just one designated
parking officer who col-
lected $380,020 — up from
$181,091 the year before
— from the tourist town’s
60,000 population.

“It's concerning that
one ranger has made all
that money,” Shires As-
sociation president Col
Sullivan said.

Mr Sullivan said giving
control over parking

fines to local government
in 2001 was never de-
signed for “cash grabs”.

“If thisis the case then
there are obvious con-
cerns behind the reason
why they are issuing
fines,” he said.

Coffs Harbour mayor
Keith Rhodes blamed
tourists lor the spike in
his council’'s revenue
from parking infringe-
ment notices.

“High numbers ol
tourists who don’t know
our rules come into our
area from Queensland

and other parts of
NSW.” he said.
NRMA president Alan

Evans criticised coun-
cils, saying they were
nol using the money
raised for road improve-
ments or safety.

“Country councils see
what their city cousins
are doing and are follow
ing them,” he said.

“But motorists in the
country are less tolerant
than those in the city,
who are more condi-
tioned, and local govern-
ment  representatives
could find themselves
tipped out of office if
they continue to push
fines hard.”

The Daily Telegraph
revealed last week that
molorists are being hit
by parking fines every 48
seconds to raise 8116 mil-
lion in revenue.

Richmond Valley
Council, on the Far
North Coast, had the
lowest revenue from
parking fines in the
state, issuing one $66
ticket for disobeying di-
rection about vehicle
use on public land.

Parkes Council reven-
ue dropped from $65,434
to $13,950 in a year.
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